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Editor’s Note

S

ome of you may recall that I help direct the Children’s Sunday School
program alongside Kim, the Preschool Director in my church. We
serve with the Pastor of Christian Education, whom we affectionately
call “boss”. We make a good team, the three of us, and along with our
teaching and administrative teams, have a great time making ministry
happen for children every Sunday.
We function well as a team because God has gifted us in ways that
complement each other. My boss sets the ministry vision and direction,
Kim ensures that our layers of administration and logistics run smoothly,
and I work to keep our ministry programs grounded and substantive.
But another signiﬁcant reason for our ministry effectiveness is the way
we trust and empower one another, so that we speak and act as a
single unit. As I serve in my capacity, I represent my boss and the
church, keeping focus on my goal – to draw people to God. That makes
me an ambassador!
The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:20 that we serve as Christ’s
ambassadors, representing Him in calling the world back to Him. In similar
ways, we ﬁnd ourselves serving as ambassadors or representatives of
the YWCA! What’s fun about it is that we often get to represent Christ
even as we engage the world as members of the YWCA.
In this issue of YWLink, you will read about how Jennifer Ng, our VicePresident, along with Leung Yee Ping our Executive Director, were able
to represent the Singapore YWCA in Taiwan, during their YWCA’s 30th
Anniversary. What an opportunity to bring encouragement and a sense
of interconnectedness to a fellow-Association through their presence
and participation!
This issue also highlights our very own Mrs Jennifer Ng (Mdm Tan Poey
Cheng), who has been awarded the National Public Service Award!
We thank God for her and celebrate how she has served as Christ’s
ambassador and our representative to the community-at-large through
her distinguished and extensive involvement in community initiatives,
projects and programs.

Invitation To The 30th Anniversary
Celebration Of The National YWCA
Of Taiwan

O

ur Vice President Jennifer Ng and our Executive Director
Leung Yee Ping represented the YWCA Of Singapore at the
30th Anniversary Celebration of the National YWCA of Taiwan on
26 May 2007 in Taipei. The YWCA of Singapore gave a pair of the
YWCA bears and a pewter congratulatory plague to the National
YWCA of Taiwan at the Celebration Dinner.
The Taiwanese were gracious hosts and took care of lodging,
meals and tours during the three days’ visit from 25 May to 27
May 2007. We were accompanied at all times by volunteers
and staff. We were also received and sent off at the airport by a
volunteer and a staff.
The other overseas guests were the Deputy Chief Executive Tse
Shuk In and a senior staff Tammy So from the Hong Kong YWCA,
the National President Florida Jose and National General Secretary
Neriza Llena from the YWCA Of Philippines, an ex-President from
the YWCA Of Japan, Dr Park Eun-Kyung representing World YWCA
as its Vice President and the YWCA Of Korea as its President, and
Dr Musimbi Kanyoro, General Secretary of the World YWCA.
delivery, as well as a new emphasis on establishing character building
components into their curriculum. These principals and staff are
frontline YWCA ambassadors to the respective communities that come
under their care!

Speaking of things national, read about our recent National Day Luncheon
where 50 of our members and staff were treated to a memorable National
Day celebration, featuring amazing food and entertaining dancing! We
are ever reminded of how our Association is so strategically poised to
represent our Lord to our nation and our home.

So how about you? How will you choose to represent the Lord today?
Need a place to serve as an ambassador? Come check out our programs
and services. I hope this issue will encourage you and stir your heart to
live and act as representatives of Christ and the YWCA – in ways both
big and small!

Also be encouraged by the new developments in our childcare and
kindergarten programs, where all 11 Principals have set the course
for representing Christ well through quality and competence in service

To God be the glory!
Janet Tan, Editor
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All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16,17)
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Public Service Award – Mrs Jennifer Ng
On

National Day, Mrs Jennifer Ng (Mdm
Tan Poey Cheng) was awarded the
Public Service Award on the recommendation
of the YWCA because she has been an active
volunteer of the YWCA since the late 1960s to
the present, selﬂessly giving of her time and
also providing services to the community with
devotion and passion. Our YWCA President,
Ms Tan Kee Leng, received her Public Service
Medal in 2005, having served on the Board of
Management for almost 25 years
Mrs Ng has served on the Board of Management for more than 25
years and is involved in all areas of the Association such as:Community Services
Mrs Ng helped to start the YWCA Meals-On-Wheels Programme in
August 1997 to deliver warm cooked meals from Mondays to Fridays
to needy home-bound Senior Citizens living around the Chinatown/
Outram area, and the Thrift Shop in February 2003 which sells new
and second-hand donated items to raise funds to beneﬁt the less
fortunate who use our community services.
She is also actively involved in the running of the YWCA Adult Day
Centre and participates in the YWCA Family Link Project for volunteers
to provide the family link and touch to children from disadvantaged
families.
She plays an active role in the YWCA Meals-On-Wheels Programme for
Children, which was started on 31 July 2006 to provide hot nutritious
dinners to children from low-income families living in the Outram area.
She is also part of the working committee to form the YWCA Kids’
Club for these beneﬁciaries. The YWCA Kids’ Club began operation
in March 2007 and aims to help these children realise their potential

“

through social, academic, emotional and moral support.
In addition, Mrs Ng also ensures that needy service users on our
programmes get the necessary ﬁnancial assistance from the
Association and Government agencies.
Fundraising
Mrs Ng’s gift for fundraising has allowed her to play a leading role in
many of the fundraising events of the YWCA.
Childcare Services
Mrs Ng assisted in the management of our Child Development Centres
and Kindergarten since 1974.
Hospitality Services
Mrs Ng was active in the running of the YWCA House at the Jurong
Centre which was a hostel for over 500 single girls working in Jurong
until it ceased operation in March 1988. Mrs Ng has also served for
many years on the committee which ensures the smooth operation of
our present hostel, the YWCA Fort Canning Lodge and its predecessor,
the Fort Canning Hostel.
She organised line dancing classes and jam sessions for the
community at the hostel. These classes and jam sessions proved to
be very popular with the community.
Networking
Mrs Ng has developed excellent relations and rapport with other
organisations such as the Lions Befrienders, Tsao Foundation, the
Young Men’s Christian Association and the Metropolitan Young Men’s
Christian Association.

”

She is the Association’s representative to the People’s Association
since 1987.

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. (Philippians 3:10)

A

National Day Luncheon 2007

week before National Day, about 50 members and staff of YWCA
gathered at the Pool Terrace at Fort Canning Lodge for a time of
fellowship, songs and food to mark our nation’s 42nd birthday. The
simple lunch affair also offered the staff a short respite from the usual
humdrum of ofﬁce work for the staff and was a good opportunity for
all to gather together and fellowship with one another.
Mrs Christina Ong, chairperson of the Programme (Seniors) Committee,
and the Committee members led in the singing of our National Anthem
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and a couple of National Day songs. The Slide n Ladder game helped
to work up the appetite for some in the audience, and when it was time
to eat, everyone was tucking heartily into the delicious nasi bryani and
spicy chicken curry and crunching on the crispy papadum.
After hungry stomachs were ﬁlled, Mrs Catherine Chan and some
members took to the dance ﬂoor and entertained the audience with
some nifty dance steps in a well co-ordinated repertoire of line dance
and cha cha.

Principals’ Retreat
n 31 July 2007, a retreat was organised at the YWCA Fort
Canning Lodge for all the principals from the ten YWCA childcare
centres and one kindergarten. The facilitator for this retreat was
Mrs Ma Kheng Min, Chairperson for Child Development Programme
Committee (CDPC).
The objectives of this retreat were to evaluate the existing curriculum
of the childcare programmes and also to provide new objectives,
framework and teaching methodologies. For the new curriculum, in
addition to the 3 R’s (Reading, writing & Arithmetic), greater emphasis
will be placed on character building. The aim is to inculcate in the
children the values of being gracious and loving individuals, above
and beyond academic competence. The children will continue to be
imparted with knowledge based on a developmentally appropriate

and comprehensive curriculum in the areas of numeracy, language &
literacy, aesthetics & environmental, motor development and self &
social development, contributing to their total development. This will
prepare them adequately for mainstream schooling in future.
Besides the thematic approach, the curriculum is also supported with
two resourceful math programmes - Growing with Maths (for playgroup
/ N1 / N2) and Rigby Maths for the K1 / K2. The introduction of
phonics and a selective range of reading programmes in English and
Chinese are nurtured from as early as Pre-Nursery. Other additional
programmes include calligraphy for our K2 children and more is in the
pipeline. The children will also have the opportunity to be exposed to a
different media of learning through computer-aided lessons.

Kids’ Baking Class
D

uring the one week September school holidays, the YWCA National
Ofﬁce organised a Baking Demonstration Class for children as
well as for parents who are interested to participate together with
their children. There was an overwhelming response for this class as
parents took the opportunity to enroll their children in a variety of fun
and educational activities during the vacation.
Once again, the interactive Baking Demonstration Class was
conducted by Mrs Dancy Thong and Mrs Jennifer Liaw. The children
and their parents were shown step-by-step how to make delicious
lemon cup cakes and chocolate trufﬂes. The children, with the help
of their parents, even got to express their creativity by ﬁlling and
decorating their chocolate trufﬂes with colourful icing toppings and
cocoa powder. The nicely decorated chocolate trufﬂes were simply
irresistible and the children were only too eager to taste them. The
aroma of the freshly baked cup cakes also ﬁlled the cooking studio,
further whetting the appetite of the hungry children.
The children and their parents had a great time learning how to bake
together and at the end of the class, everyone went home happy with
the delicious baking samples.

You will seek me and ﬁnd me when you seek me
with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)
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History of the YWCA - Did you know …
… by 1913, the YWCA membership had grown to over 300
women and a permanent base was needed to accommodate
the increase in numbers. In June 1914, the YWCA obtained a
plot of land at 8, Fort Canning Road. By December in the same
year, the YWCA transferred its work into its very own building. A
couple of years later, with growth and expansion, a hostel was
built for women and girls and in July 1917, the hostel was ﬁnally
opened.

HR Announcements
Welcome New Staff

The YWCA is pleased to welcome new staff joining the team. We
welcome Yang Yu Goh as Accounts Assistant at NOF, Teresa Lee Siew
Hua as Coordinator (Community Services) at NOF, Edmund Ong Kim
Eng as Assistant Supervisor at ADC/MOW, Angelia Tan Geok Hua as
Ofﬁce Secretary at Bedok CDC, Lim Mei Qin as Part Time Teacher
at Jurong East CDC, Adelina Chin Shao Ling and Wong Lee Yuen as
Part Time Attendants at McNair CDC, Zhang Chun Hong as Assistant
Teacher at McNair CDC and Lee Wen Yuan as Teacher at Pasir Ris
CDC.
At Fort Canning Lodge, we welcome Chandra Mohan Munusamy as
Sales Executive (F & B) and Victor a/p S. Krishnasamy as Waiter.

BE INVOLVED! Yes, that means you!
Life Time of Memories
• If you have any mementos from the YWCA’s past, we would appreciate
very much if you would share them with us.
Volunteers Needed for our Community Services!
Join us as VOLUNTEERS and make a difference in the lives of the needy in
our community!
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YWCA Directory

National Ofﬁce
254 Outram Road S’pore 169051
Tel : 62231227 • admin@ywca.org.sg
Fort Canning Lodge
6 Fort Canning Road S’pore 179494 • Tel : 63384222

Banquet Enquiries & Reservations: banquetsales@ywcafclodge.org.sg

Guest Room Enquiries: salesmktg@ywcafclodge.org.sg
Guest Room Reservations: reservations@ywcafclodge.org.sg
Adult Day Care
254 Outram Road S’pore 169051
Tel : 62234888 • adultdaycare@ywca.org.sg
Educational Support Unit
254 Outram Road S’pore 169051
Tel : 62214335 • esunit@ywca.org.sg
Outram Kindergarten
254 Outram Road S’pore 169051
Tel : 62232604 • outramkn@ywca.org.sg

Child Development Centres
Ang Mo Kio
Blk 513 Ang Mo Kio Ave 8 #01-2776 S’pore 560513
Tel : 64561087 • angmokiocdc@ywca.org.sg
Bedok
Blk 24 New Upper Changi Road #01-608 S’pore 461024
Tel : 64480683 • bedokcdc@ywca.org.sg
Bishan
Blk 185 Bishan St 13 #01-323 S’pore 570185
Tel : 62589040 • bishancdc@ywca.org.sg
Bukit Gombak
Blk 531 Bukit Batok St 51 #01-136 S’pore 650531
Tel : 65671545 • bukitgombakcdc@ywca.org.sg
Jurong East
Blk 324 Jurong East St 31 #01-130/136 S’pore 600324
Tel : 65610009 • jurongcdc@ywca.org.sg
Marine Drive
Blk 66 Marine Drive #01-202 S’pore 440066
Tel : 63441942 • marinedrivecdc@ywca.org.sg
McNair
7 McNair Road S’pore 328516
Tel : 62997510 • mcnaircdc@ywca.org.sg
Outram
254 Outram Road S’pore 169051
Tel : 62234556 • outramcdc@ywca.org.sg

•

Meals-on-Wheels for Children – we need volunteers who have cars
and are willing to deliver free nutritious dinners from the Outram Centre
to the beneﬁciaries living 5km around the YWCA Outram Centre

Pasir Ris
Blk 214 Pasir Ris St 21 #01-256 S’pore 510214
Tel : 65826784 • pasirriscdc@ywca.org.sg

•

Meals-on-Wheels for Elderly – we need volunteers who have cars and
are willing to deliver free nutritious lunch from the Outram Centre to frail
elderly living 5km around the YWCA Outram Centre

West Coast
Blk 510 West Coast Drive #01-315 S’pore 120510
Tel : 67788326 • westcoastcdc@ywca.org.sg

•

Adult Day Centre – we need volunteers to help organise appropriate
activities for the elderly, eg. Group games, handicrafts etc. Alternatively,
you can involve your entire family to “buddy” an elderly in group outings!
A great way for family bonding and exposing your young ones to
volunteerism!

Published by the YWCA (Young Women’s Christian Association
of Singapore) Editor Ms Janet Tan Editorial Coordinators
Mrs Leung Yee Ping, Ms Alice Wong, Ms Karen Chay
Design & Print Oxford Graphic Printers Pte Ltd

•

Thrift Shop – we need volunteers to run the shop for us: sell, unpack
donations, price and organise the goods. You can come with a companion
or work along.

Articles may be printed, but acknowledgement must be given
to the Young Women’s Christian Association of Singapore,
and a copy of your publication should be sent to the YW-Link
Editor.

To BE INVOLVED or to ﬁnd out more about our courses, please
contact: Ms Han Shin Hui • Ms Karen Chay • Ms Teresa Lee • Ms
Alice Wong @ YWCA National Ofﬁce • Tel: 6223 1227 • 254 Outram
Road S(169051)

Articles express the opinions of the authors, and do not
necessarily reﬂect the opinions or policies of the Young
Women’s Christian Association of Singapore.
All information correct at time of printing.

What’s On
Bible Study (For Ladies)

Volunteer’s Lounge

Golden Y Fellowship

Date : Every 1st and 3rd
Wednesday
Time : 6.30pm – 8.00pm
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre
Fee : FOC

Date : Daily, except Sundays
Time : Mon - Fri 9.00am
- 5.00pm, Sat 9.00am
- 1.00pm
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre
Fee : FOC (Coffee/Tea
provided)

Date :
Time :
Venue :
Fee :

Line Dancing –
Senior Citizens

Swimming For Ladies Beginners/Intermediate

Aqua Aerobics Classes

Salsacise

(8 Sessions Per Module)

(8 Sessions Per Module)

(4 Lessons Per Module)

(8 Sessions Per Module)

Date : Every Friday
Time : 10.30am – 12.00pm
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre,
Dance Studio
Fee : $28 (Member);
$33 (Non-Member)

Date : Every Tuesday OR
Every Thursday
Time : 6.45pm - 7.30pm
Venue : YWCA Fort Canning
Lodge, Swimming
Pool (Level 3)
Fee : $123 (Member);
$143 (Non-Member)
*Min 6 pax to commence

Date : Every Wednesday
Time : 6.45pm - 7.45pm
Venue : YWCA Fort Canning
Lodge, Swimming
Pool (Level 3)
Fee : $80 (Member);
$90 (Non-Member)
*Min 8 pax to commence
lesson

Date : Every Monday
Time : 7.00pm – 8.00pm
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre,
Dance Studio
Fee : $92 (Member);
$112 (Non-Member)
*Min 12 pax to commence
lesson

MTV Dance – NEW!

Pre-School Aquatics/
Children’s Swimming
Program

Cha Cha Dance Class
- NEW!

Salsa Dance Class NEW!

(8 Sessions Per Module)

(8 Sessions Per Module)

(4 Sessions Per Module)

Date : To be Conﬁrmed
Time : To be Conﬁrmed
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre,
Dance Studio
Fee : $115 (Member);
$130 (Non-Member)
*Min 10 pax to commence
lesson

Date : To be Conﬁrmed
Time : To be Conﬁrmed
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre,
Dance Studio
Fee : $115 (Member);
$130 (Non-Member)
*Min 10 pax to commence
lesson

Date : 29 October 2007
(Mon) – Rev Cynthia
Quek (Rhema
Christian Centre)
26 November 2007
(Mon) – Rev Daven
Nambiar (St John’s St Margaret’s Church)
Time : 12.20pm – 1.30pm
Venue : YWCA Fort Canning
Lodge, Quiet Room
(Level 2)
Fee : FOC

(8 Sessions Per Module)

Date : To be Conﬁrmed
Time : To be Conﬁrmed
Venue : YWCA Outram Centre,
Dance Studio
Fee : $115 (Member);
$130 (Non-Member)
*Min 12 pax to commence
lesson

Date : Every Saturday
Time : 3.15pm – 4.00pm
Venue : YWCA Fort Canning
Lodge, Swimming
Pool (Level 3)
Fee : $83 (Member);
$96 (Non-Member)
*Min 4 pax to commence
lesson

Every Monday
10.30am - 1.00pm
YWCA Outram Centre
$4 (Home-Cooked
Lunch)

YWLink • Oct - Nov 2007

Joy Talk – Lunchtime
Fellowship

5

F&B Promotions @ FCL
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with rice

f. Black Pepper Beef ser
ved
`

g. Claypot Bak Kut Teh
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Afternoon Tea Set

@ the Coffee House from
Available daily (Monday to Sunday)
2.30pm to 5.00pm
$4.00++
a. Cake of the Day
Served with Coffee or Tea
0++

$5.0
b. Kong Bak Pau Set
Pork Belly
2 pieces of Bun with Braised Streaky
Served with Coffee or Tea

10% discount for all YWCA Members
conjunction with any other
All above discounts are not valid in
promotions or discounts
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Childcare alumni club
– An interview with an
ex-student of the YWCA
Outram CDC

Testimony of a Kids’
Club Volunteer Chance Or Choice?

- Wallace Zeng Rong Yao -

I

E

As part of our academic
requirement in SMU, we had to complete a Community Involvement
Project. An opportunity came by for me when a teammate in my project
group had volunteered with the YWCA previously. Hence we decided to
approach the YWCA to see how we could collaborate together.

1. Can you recall when you ﬁrst joined the centre?
Ans: Yes. I attended the YWCA Outram CDC on 1992 from Nursery
One all the way to Kindergarten Two. I am very sure of this as
I still kept the "report cards" that I was given. My parents have
always told my relatives that the YWCA has given me a solid
foundation, one that is much better then what my younger
sister received from another pre-school. My cousins are also
currently studying in one of the YWCA childcare centres too.

remember I used to tell my
friends how much I would like
to be able to experience being
a volunteer, but I never took
a step further until the day I
entered Singapore Management
University (SMU).

During that time, the YWCA Kids’ Club was also in the midst of being
launched. After some brainstorming and discussion, we ﬁnally decided
on the project – to paint and to decorate the recreation room for the
YWCA Kids’ Club.
After our project was completed, we decided to volunteer our services
for the YWCA Kids’ Club. The fond memories of the ﬁrst session are
still vivid in my mind. All the volunteers were energetic and enthusiastic
and there were smiles on their faces as they mingled and played with
the children who enrolled in the club. Everyone had a good time and
really enjoyed themselves. At the end of the session, I was really glad
that I had signed up to be a Kids’ Club volunteer.
Through Kids’ Club, I have gained many good friends among the other
volunteers. I am thankful for this opportunity to be able to volunteer
my time and service and I am proud to be a part of the YWCA Kids’
Club.

ileen Goh, a student from Pioneer Junior College, is an ex- student
of our Outram Child Development Centre (CDC). She is currently
doing her research work and has selected Outram CDC for her
research paper as she felt that the time she had spent at the centre
during her childhood years had brought her fond memories and also
created a great impact on her growing years. As Eileen is busy with
her research paper, the interview with her was conducted via email.

2.

Did anyone at the centre, e.g. teacher or friends make an impact
in your life at that time?
Ans: My teachers! They made me grow up; they taught me values
that cannot be learnt from books. Values like integrity and
perseverance will stay with me throughout this lifetime.
3. Tell us what you can remember when you were at Outram CDC.
Ans: For some reasons, I am still able to remember the names of
my teachers who played an important role during my childhood
years. The teachers were extremely approachable and caring.
They constantly encouraged us and made the learning process
so much easier. The strong foundation that the YWCA has given
me is deﬁnitely commendable as the early years of my primary
school education were smooth sailing. Come to think of it, I can
even remember the auntie who cooked for us... I remember the
tofu she cooked... it sounds funny, but all of us loved it back
then.

“
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4. Any well wishes for our childcare centres?
Ans: Well... I hope that every student who graduates from this centre
will take with him /her unforgettable memories and strong bonds
– things which I still cherish until now. I also hope that the YWCA
will continue to nurture the best out of the next generation.

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
ﬁnd; knock and the door will be opened to you.
(Matthew 7:7)
Eileen Goh (extreme right)
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The Trip to the Science Centre
Hi! I am Olery from YWCA Pasir Ris
Child Development Centre. On 27 April
2007, my friends and I went to the
Singapore Science Centre. I was so
excited that I almost could not sleep
the night before!
Arrival & Eco Garden
We set off at 9.15 am and reached the
Science Centre at about 10.30 am. My
teacher brought us in once he received
the tickets from Mdm Ho, my principal. We went to the Eco garden
and saw plants and even a tree house. We were told how these plants
were grown healthily without pesticides.
Discovery Zone & Web Of Life
After visiting the Eco Garden, we went to the Discovery Zone and
played with many interesting exhibitions. My friends even saw newborn
chicks walking around their cracked egg shells. In addition, we also
visited the Pet’s Corner, the Web of Life and World of Energy, where we
learnt how powerful electricity could be. After that, we then proceeded
to Rock Café where we had our lunch.
Waterworks
After our lunch, we ﬁnally went to the place where we had longed for
– WATERWORKS! Sadly, it was raining when we reached the place.
Our teachers told us to pray for the rain to stop. I did and I thank
God that the rain ﬁnally stopped. We all enjoyed ourselves and had
fond memories of the day. I hope you can visit the Singapore Science
Centre soon. See you!
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The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him. (Nahum 1:7)

